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Hello everyone, 

 

Our next meeting is the AGM on 12
th

 May.   Please think if you could find time to join the committee, we 

only meet at most four, and usually three times a year for a couple of hours.  

After the AGM business meeting, there will also be a short-ish talk/slide show on a local topic – do you 

know - where is Sunderland Green? 

 

A bit of news -   Long-term member of the society David Miller is moving to Bolton. David has contributed 

much to the society from the beginning and we will miss seeing him locally. 

 

We are currently booking speakers for next season, and if you have any suggestions, please let us know. 

 

Here are the usual reminders of some exhibitions and events that you might be interested in, some articles 

online and bits of local history. 

 

What’s On 

 

STAG Archaeology group Thursday 28
th

 May 7.30pm STAG have a talk by Dr Colin Elder, of Elder 

Archaeology.    Meetings are in the STAG HQ behind the Old Hall Hotel, Stockport Road. 

 

Then on Thurs 25 June  the talk is by Ian Miller of GMAAS – A year in the life of a planning 

Archaeologist: Archaeological highlights in Greater Manchester. 

 

 Exhibitions  
 

Kellogg’s Exhibition from 17
th

 April - celebrating the story of Kellogg’s in Stretford, at Trafford Local 

Studies, Sale Library. 

 

National Strike 1926 - 100
th

 Anniversary – Exhibition at The Working Class Museum Library opens in 

May.   https://wcml.org.uk/news/general-strike-100-national-partnership-and-exhibition/ 

 

14
th

  February to 12
th

 July 2026  at The Grosvenor Museum, Chester   

‘Chester Amphitheatre: an 8000 year story’  finds from the dig in 2000s. 

More exhibitions, and children’s activities and events and lots more information on the website  

https://westcheshiremuseums.co.uk/  Includes The Saltworks and Weaver Hall. 

 

Spies, Lies and Deception- exhibition at IWM North – Nov 2025 until August 2026 – free, family friendly 

exhibition about deception and espionage from WW1 to the present day. See the stories of spies including 

Noor Inayat Khan and Eddie Chapman, and the tools of their trade. Details here: 

https://www.iwm.org.uk/events/spies-lies-and-deception-iwm-north 

------------------------------------- 
 

On YouTube 
 

“Beyond Hadrian’s Wall: Rome’s forgotten Western frontier”  a 15 minute video by ‘Lakes, Fells & More’ 

exploring the coast of Cumbria, taking in Maryport, salt pans, and a naval battery.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0F9OyPnHHRo 

Christmas Greetings 

https://wcml.org.uk/news/general-strike-100-national-partnership-and-exhibition/
https://westcheshiremuseums.co.uk/
https://www.iwm.org.uk/events/spies-lies-and-deception-iwm-north
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0F9OyPnHHRo


Barns and Walls of the Northwest – an online article with photos and maps exploring the best areas to visit 

to appreciate the stone field barns and walls. 

https://northwestnatureandhistory.co.uk/2025/03/02/admiring-the-barns-and-walls-of-the-northwest-of-

england/ 

 

I’ve been catching up on some old episodes of ‘Restoration Man’. Here’s one on a 15
th

 century hall in the 

Vale of Glamorgan: “Revisit: Welsh Medieval Hall Makeover” This is S2 Ep6, on ‘British Homes Hub’ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CiuRwJNJRyI   about 46 minutes long. 

 

Merchant Venturers’ Hall in York - “The same group have met in this timber building since 1357” – a 10 

minute video by BritMapped.  Massive oak timbers, and a continuous history. Very good. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dpKvjw3-M2E 

-------------------- 

 

And for something a bit different: 

“Revealing HMS Royal Oak: Why this wreck still threatens Scapa Flow” – very interesting 24 minute film 

by ‘Classified Wreckage’ (they have a lot more on different wrecks).  How to cope with the threat of 

pollution from fuel oil leaking from the corroding hull, while HMS Royal Oak is a protected War Grave, and 

can’t be entered by divers.     https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C7M6f4w0XKQ 

And another different topic: 

“What really happened to Britain’s Motor Torpedo Boats after WW2”  - 30 minutes video by ‘British 

Battlelines’.  Includes good photos of MTBs. I think the voiceover is ‘AI’ but not too bad, and has good sub-

titles.  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8d4T5L4f0r4 

--------------------------------------------------- 

 

I had a trip to Chester a week ago for the AGM of Cheshire Local History Association, not been on the train 

for many years. Sunny day and a bonus while waiting on the platform at Altrincham – Battle of Britain class 

loco ‘Tangmere’ stopped for 15 minutes while on a Great Britain tour. So I took a few pics, like you do.  

 

The meeting in Chester was at 

the old Bluecoat School. 

Interesting history, built with 

almshouses, still with elderly 

residents. 

 

 

On the return trip from Chester I spotted a dis-used station, with the buildings looking derelict and 

overgrown.  Noted roughly where it was between Mickle Trafford signal box and the next station 

Mouldsworth, and looked for it when I got home. Nothing shown on recent OS map but I found it on my old 

linen-backed One inch at Little Barrow.  (You see, it pays to hang   on to old maps.)  Will have to try and 

find it and photograph it some time. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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More Canal Breach stories on YouTube: 

“Manchester Canal Breach: What’s the cause?”  - 24 minute video by Martin Zero about the Rochdale Canal 

near Miles Platting. His usual good photos and maps.    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQl4YrV9mSc 

 

More from the Llangollen. “Llangollen Canal Breach 1982” a short 5 minute film with photos taken in 1982, 

and some recent footage.  (No drones or social media back then.) 

This section between Ruabon and Trevor had been repaired with concrete, which broke when it was 

undermined by water. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fI3hDuaTcR8 

------------------------------------- 

HP has signed up for the Historic England newsletter emails. Just got the first one  

Looks good, but will absorb a lot of time! Here’s a sample from the Blogs: 
    Ever wondered what the oldest pub is? Or how the Vikings came to England? Discover story highlights of the 
spectacular heritage across England, direct from our blog featured in each newsletter issue. 

You could join the ‘Missing Pieces Project’:  
   We have over 400,000 entries on the National Heritage List for England. Every snapshot you can add is an 

important piece of the big picture. Sign up and upload your photos.  

Or you can search the ‘Archive images’. Interesting selection for Timperley, I haven’t checked Altrincham yet. 

Sign up FREE via this link   https://historicengland.org.uk/whats-new/stay-up-to-date/      

-------------------------------- 

“How This Woman Revived a Vanishing Craft in Rural Wales” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbvzBqNERKI   22 minutes 

video by Country Living UK, with a demonstration of rush weaving.  

 

I knew a woman who lived near Newborough (Niwbwrch), Anglesey 

who demonstrated weaving Marram grass. Just searched online and 

found a mention of her as the ‘last’ marram weaver, and this article: 

https://nation.cymru/feature/marram-moresg-part-two-
melissa-and-the-weaving-group-niwbwrch/ 

And a connected craft: 

What is / was “Bass”?  

We used to have a bag/basket that Dad called ‘the fish bass’ (kept 

only for carrying fresh fish). It was woven fairly flat about 18 inch 

(sorry 50cm) square with a string handle.  Here are two similar ones 

on display at Erddig NT. 

 

Here’s a definition: 

‘ "Bass" (or bast) refers to the strong, fibrous inner bark of the lime tree ( Tilia species), often called linden 

or basswood. It is harvested by soaking bark in water for a month to separate fibres, resulting in a 

historically significant material for making rope, mats, baskets, and clothing due to its high strength and 

durability.’   

 I notice the bast from Lime trees when wind has taken off small branches that have then been run over 

several times by vehicles. You can see the fibres then.      Here’s a 5 minute video by Sally Pointer: 

“Harvesting Lime Bast for cordage and basketry”   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-oVz8OZCJ4 

-------------------------------------- 

 

Some more on YouTube 

 

 “England’s Impregnable Rock Fortress – Beeston Castle” – a short video of 7 minutes produced by ‘Written 

by the Victor’.  Has good aerial photos, photo of 3 bronze axe-heads found.  The text is included - scroll 

down to find the Transcript. [A bit annoying when the sub-titles cover the captions.] 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KmYeyP5tQn8 
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“This English Tower survived Henry VIII and a Civil War attack”, an 8 minute video by Mike Stays about 

St Mary’s Tower in York. A tour of York walls and the tower in its context. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qboRl9ujmoQ 

 
“The Legendary Weapons that marked the Middle Ages”  a 29 minute film with Dan Snow from History 

Hits trying out different weapons. This is Part 1 of a series going up to WWI. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vpapBLwtiXg 

 

“Longbow Speed Test: How fast did Agincourt’s Archers Really Shoot?” – a 10 minute video by 

‘thehistorysquad’ with a timed test by an archer wearing different armour or none. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mw1Npjb2fSk  

-------------------------------------------- 

 

Tattenhall English Village Walk  - 22 minute video walk round Tattenhall, by ‘Reflective Reset’, a gentle 

walk on a sunny afternoon.  Explains the history and architecture, Clough Williams-Ellis, 16
th

 century 

church, and a memorial to horses in WW1.   https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E1rawCTYd0E   

---------------------------------------------------- 
 

Titbits 

Hockenhull Platts is a nature reserve of Cheshire Wildlife Trust. 

I had been there a long time ago, and took the time to turn off the 

main Chester Road near Tarvin, down quiet lanes and finally a 

footpath track to three packhorse bridges across a wet area 

including the River Gowy, probably dating from 18
th

 century, 

but may be older. No-one else around, very quiet, and for the 

first time in ages I heard a woodpecker drumming.  

 

 

 

A bit of feedback on Neville Cardus - in his role as cricket writer for the Manchester Guardian.    From Judie   
‘My dad's first job was a runner for Neville Cardus. He took the cricket notes to a phone box and read them in.’ 

Found while looking for something else in Slater’s Directory of Altrincham etc for 1905. 

Living in Cow Lane, Timperley (that’s Aimson Road now) was Joseph Deeley, whose occupation was listed 

as ‘stevedore’. I wonder where he worked, ‘loading and unloading ships’.  

 

Spotted in Chester – I had a bit of a wander and spotted an old 

sign for W.H.Smith’s over the Post Office in Foregate. 

 

And – You Know you’re in Chester when you see this: 

 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 

   
See you around,   

     Hazel 
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